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The New Offensive
Accepting the statements made by the

correspondents on tha spot and in London

that the latest operation in Flanders is

the opening phase of the British offensive

for 1917.and the French part is rela-

tively small.we are seeing the start of

what may prove the decisive contest of the

war. Such evidence as has come to hand

points to another Somme campaign, a cam¬

paign of steady, sustained pressure,
marked also by recurring general attacks

after long and intensive artillery prepa-

ration.
And at the outset of such a campaign

it is well to recognize certain essential
facts. The immediate purpose of the of-

fensiva is not to seize control of the Bel-

gian seacoast, turn the German flank in

Belgium, or pierce the German line as a

whole. These are remote and ultimate

possibilities, but the immediate purpose is

to renew the grinding of last year and tho

consequent exhaustion of German reserves

and lowering of German morale. We shall

fall into the German trap if we accept at

once extreme and hardly attainable objec-
tives and then judge the success or failure
of an opening move as it attains or fails

to reach ends which can be attained only
by long effort and at the close of an ex-

tensive campaign.
Beyond all else, the new attack must be

designed to inflict upon the Germans losses

beyond their resources in reserves to make

good. We know, on German testimony,
that the Allies outnumber the Germans

probably 2 to 1 on the Western front. We

know that they outgun and outmunition
them. Now,it is axiomatic in the present
war that the army with the superior ar¬

tillery inflicts the greater loss, given any-

thing like equality in efficiency of handling
.and tho British have demonstrated their

efficiency. The question of attack or de-
fenca is unimportant by comparison, as

mar.y battles have demonstrated.
Possessing vastly superior reserves of

Sx munitions and parks of artillery and again
H asserting somethir.g approaching the mas-

f tery of the air, the British are likely to

inflict upon the Germans heavier losses

than they incur. This means a more rapid
exhaustion of the German reserves, al-

ready far inferior to the British.

N'ow, this situation long protracted may

lead to a collapae at some point on tne

German front; it may lead to a German re-

tlrement in advance of such a collapsc.
Conceivably, there may be an imm?diate

collapse, but thia is merely remotely pos-

sible and is excessively unlikely.
What we may expect is a gradual eating

into the German front between the Lys
and the sea, comparable to the slow grind¬
ing through at the Somme last year. We
should see more rapid progress because the

British have a trained army now, where

they had green troops a year ago, and the
German morale in the West has visibly
lowered during a year of defeat and
retreat.
At the Somme the Germans lost 85,000

prisoners and aeveral hundred guns and

suffered over half a million caaualties.
They were ultimately cornpelled to retreat.

upwards of twenty milea on a wide front,
evacuating a thousand square miles of

French territory. Actually the fight lasted
from July 1 to November 1, but bad
weather in October handicapped the Brit¬
ish just at the moment when thingB were

going best.
Unleaa the British are again handi¬

capped by bad weather they have now

three months of fighting aeason ahead of
them. Granted that they make progress
aa they did laat year, it ia clear that bf
the coming of wlnter the whole German po-

sition between tha Lys and tha aea will be

ustenable and the German hold upon the
French citiea of Lille, Roubaix, Toareoing
arill be shaken.
A succesaful advance for a distance

?vrual to that from Itoye to SL Quentin
would mran that trve Germana would l>e

compwll*<i te 'Iraw out of the whole region
of tha JMfatBi coast, evafuate Zeebrugge,
yMcn' ia a valuahle aubmarme taa*, and

an even more important base for aero-

plane raids over Britain.
If the pressyre i« swady and the re-

sistance constank.that ia, if there is no

piercing of the German line.the Germans

may be able to take a now position either

behind the Lys or the Scheldt and main¬
tain tho rest of their front in France. If

the British force the crossings of the Lys at

Manin and Courtrai then the Germans will

probably have to retire from Lille, Rou-

baix, Tourcoing, and this might involve an

eventual retreat to the French frontier and

a stand on the line of the Meuse and the

Scheldt from Verdun to Antwerp, cover-

ing Brussels.
But all these possibilities are now re-

mote. Unless all signs fail we are to WM

one more bitter, gruelling contest of the

Somme sort. Gains of a mile or two are

unlikely after the first few days, except
after long preparation. An actual pierc¬
ing of the German front is the remotest of

all possibilities. Yet it is exactly this pos¬

sibility which will be seized upon by the

Germans as the test of Allied success or

failure.
The test of Allied success or failure will

be the comparative casualty lists of the

two forces, the ultimate condition of the

two armies when the struggle endl because

of weather conditions, and the amount of

ground conquered will be of only secondary
importance. Recall that Grant broke the

back of the Confederacy in his campaign
from the Rapidan to the James in 18f>4

without wlnning a decisive vietory or at-

taining one of his immediate objectives.
His campaign led to ultimate succesa be¬

cause the South could not replace casual-

ties and he could.
It ia well to bear in mind that the British

attack may be shifted to the La Bassee

sector.lt may be transferred south of

Lens or it may continue on the present
front The initiative now* remains per-

manently with the British. And the ex-

planation of the German attacks upon the

Chemin-des-Dames is plainly to be founrl

in the presence of French troops in Flan¬

ders. Clearly the Germans, aware of this

transfer, sought to prevent it by pressure
exerted along the Aisne. And it is clear

that their costly efforts were a failure.

We are probably at the beginning of

the greatest campaign of the war. To an-

nounce that the British objectives are

Lille, Tournai and Ostend, to proclaim
that the British are striving to cut off the

Germans from the seacoast or penetrate
the German front, is to make the maxi-
mum of ultimate possibility the test of im¬

mediate success. And we shall find the
Germans doing this at once and doubtless

persuading the thoughtless that the offen¬
sive has failed because it has not ended in

a colossal immediate success.

But it is well to recall that no such im¬
mediate results are expected. The cost in
men is a better measure of the real success.

and the condition of the two armies next
November and the reservea of the two na¬

tions then will be the real tests of success

or failure.
Tha British attack will hardly have an

immediate effect in the East, because few
German troops are operating there, and
Russian disintegration, not German battle

triumph, explains that situation. Unlefl
all signs fail there will shortly be a new

Italian offensive, which will dtetract Aus¬
trian attention and tend to help the Rus-

sians, if, indeed, it be possible to help them.
As to the immediate gains of the British

and French and their significance, the re-

ports are still too fragmentary to draw

iny valuable conclusion. At the end of the
first day's fighting the French and British
had nearly, but not completely, rcgained
the ground lost in April, 1915, at the time

of the "poison gas" attacks; but the British
had not yet rcgained the ground lost in
October, 1915, due eaBtward of Ypres in
the direction of Menin.
The statement of Sir Douglas Haig that

all the <j*bjectives of the first attack were

attained is borne out by the pause follow¬

ing the offensive. This contrasts with the

desperate fighting for days in the Chiun-
pagne offensive in 1915, and even in the
case of Vimy Ridge, where it took sus-

tained and repeated efforts to complete the
ciearing of the German positions. Now we

have rather the tactics of Petain's two
Verdun operations and Haig's recent at¬
tack on the Messines Ridge. It is conceiv-
able that several days or weeks may pass
before a new advance is undertaken.
Butthe explanation of the third Ypres

operation is now patent. By taking th*e
Messines Ridge the British "put out" tho
German eyes, took all the observation posts
and not only shut out German observation
but also gained a sweep of all the country
from the Ypres salient to Lille. It was

then, the first step. Tuesday's attack was

the second. We shall doubtless have many
more before snow fiies.

Valuable Public Protection
Mr. Joseph Hartij-an, who retired yes¬

terday from the offlce of Commis.-i<>ner
of WeightH and Measures, leaves a nrord
of faithful «nd eftk-ient service. It was

hia duty to prevent the thievwries of
those mcanest of crook.-;, tho short-
weightera and short-measurers, and where
tliey could not ho prevented to bring
about proBCcutioris. Bt performed llial
duty well, and imdoubtr-dly navedtfor the
IflMMMN of thia city large sums of
Dioney which would otherwiae have been

evtracbed from their pockets to make'
illegitimate profits for unscrupulous
dealers.

It is to be hoped that the suggestion
which Mr. Hartigan leaves as a vale-
!(;>tory.that the scope of his bureau be,
.tnlarged and the ordinances and la-.vs
'which it enforces be modernized.may be
fdlowed. There has been an unfortunate
Itcndency in this state, shown by several.
rttempts to dcvitalize the State Depart-1
ment of Weights and Measures, to under-I
Icstimate the worth of this form of public
scrvice. Instead of being held down and
hampered, such bureaus and department.-',
whether state or mu-iicipaJ, should be
fostered and encouraged.- There is a wide
reed for them. They protect particu-1
hrly the very poor, who are forced to buy
in small quantitirs, and so are especialjy
likely to be victims of the short-weighters.
At thia time consumers have difficulty in

'making their budgetl supply their BOeda,
iat the best Any governmental apency
which hclps to prevent their being cheated
is worthy of all possible encouragement,

A State Food Commission Needcd
Governor Whitman's message calling

:'or the creation of a State Food Com¬
mission is sane and lngiral. Such a body
as he asks the Legislature to create is

necessary to supplement the work of the
Federal Food Gontroller; and the work
which the Governor has outlined for it is
cssentially supplementary, not that which1
would conflict with the duties and powers.

|of Federal officials. Tho collecting of in-.
formation about the state's food situation,
'the supervision and regulation of food
storage, even the seizure and sale of food¬
stuffs within the state, are phases of food
control where the state machinery may
profitably meet, cog by cog, the Federal
machinery.

Into the question of price flxing the;
Governor wisely decided not to venture.
That is properly a Federal function.
Th« state neither could nor should under-,
lake to carry it out Question will un-

coubtedly bo raised when bills are before
the Legislature for discussion as to the

llegality of seizure of foodstuffs and their
distribution by tho stato in emergency, as

th« Governor's plan contemplates. That
doubt may well be left to the future to

resolve. Thrio seoms to be as good opin¬
ion in favor of the project ns against it,
to say the least; and certainly if the
state does not asscrt drastic powers and
txercite them there can be no hope for

the public. The food interests, whether
they be farmers' organizations or power-
ful middlemen and distributers, are able
to protect themselves. The public has as

ita only weapon the boycott, and as it can-

HOt boycott all foodstuffs that weapon
is not especially powerful.
The consum.-rs h.we to look to the state

for relief from a system of food handling
which il un.wielly, inefficicnt, wasteful
and productivc of impropcr profits on the
one hand and grave hardships through
overchargea on the other. The Legislat¬
ure at the regular session declined to,

cnact food legislation which had any

teeth. Whether or not the bill which llr.
Perkini was feapoBsible for was ¦ states-;
rcanlike creation when it went up to Al-

bany, it WM nothing but a farci when

representatives of farmers' unions, mid¬

dlemen, commission men and others who

harnfit foodstuffs got through with it.
Now a serious situation exists which must

be mct. Oldtime chatter about interfer-

Ing with the laws of supply and demand,
state meddling with business and the like

cannot be permitted to prevent a proper
and effective assumption of state authority
over necessaries of life. Food in plenty
for our soldiers and our workers and

food for our allies unquestionably will be

fofthcoming at fair and reasonable
prices under state and Federal control.
Without such control there will be the

possibility of a new crop of American
"goulash barons" and almost the cer-j
tainty of food riots in big cities.
The Legislature should not hesitate to*

carry out the Governor's reeommendations.

Another Squeeze on Milk
yr:,v 7 aa '" sfaaa1 taosli r)

Milk goes up 20 per cent in fleveland in

tho middle of a summer BBBlfced by ex-

traordinarily favorable condition* for r>a?t-

ures. Tho cool, wet season, with a week or

N of weather hot but still marked by mtny

ahowers, has made tho grass unusually,
luxuriant. The cheapest and moat natural
'ood for cows has been at its be3t, and still
ia exceptionally abundant.
The rise in the price of this vitally neccs-

pnry food for little childrcn haa been BO per
cent in the last two years, at summer ral
Milk has gone up 100 per cent in a cr.m-

comparative'y Bhorl p«tlo!. And where Is

the top limit to be reachedT
If the cost of milk ls to rise two cents a

quart, in the midst of cxceedin^ly favorable
summer conditions for pasturage, what may

happen when nature is less friendly? Haa
tho movement for lowering the cost of liv-

ing any bearing whatcver on one of the food

|staplca which must ba had ln milltons of

Iheaaea where there are babicsT
Possibly city and village peopla who have

littlo yards may yot bo driven to the hum-
ble but handy goat as a means of escnpe

from tho price ef row's milk. It takes little
eara ta keep ¦ to*' ''iT1(i 'ess *v**e- Bwate

Beelleat Bailk ar.d they are accommo-

datiflg in reapeet to diet.

Impartial Nightsticks
/;...,. Thr §OfOaoMU llcpubluran>

Iri on»- particular wa can find encourage-

ment in tho Chester (Penn.) race riots, as

compared with those- in East St. I.ouis. The
authorities in Chester wero far more prompt
.i11< 1 rigeteaa in repressing disorder. nnd they
vidently did not rommit the malignant of-
fence of taking sides in the use of their
clubs. Any rioter waa knocked out, regard-

of the color of his skin. It was a solid
pliusurc to read that "dozena of whita men

were knocked unconscloua with riot stlcks."
Tha whito gunic«trrs and toughs will alwny.a
rai to excessea th» more quickly if they
kave the glitfhti.'st rea«on to think that the
police will show pitrtiality. Whita moh<
must be put down v.-it h prornpt scverity
wherever raca frieiiea ariseg. if trouble of
this sort ia to bsj minimized aa it can bo anJ
imuat bf, . . v . .^.

Hoover and the Housewives
Some Commenti on a Recent Ad-

dress to the American People
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Of course you know the story of the

tvo knighta who fought over the two sides
of the shield. There are two sidea to every

picture, as to every theory.
Is it not about time -.he American people

turned* to the other side of all thia continual
controversy over the so-callrd food eonserva-

tion and looked at it v.ith the common sense

eyes of true patriotism?
The more it is discusted the less we have

to eat, and the little we have costs us more

as day.-, weeks and months _o by ln semi-
starvation to the multitude of people.-the
trucst, best Americans who ever lived.de-
scendants of patriots whose dust reposea in
tho cemeteries and on the battlcflelds of the
An-.erican Revolution, the Mexican and tha
Civil wars.

N'ow, in the message of the Food Adminis-
trator to tha American people (which we read
in The Tribune of yesterday.Sunday, July
tt) we ara told to "

. . . eat eottonseed
bread" eatr food), 90 as to ?ave all the wheat
ftf the Allies. It is all well enough to help
feed the Allies and to support our own army,:
but how are we to "do our bit" when atarved
out ourselves?
How can we eat cereals with neither cream.:

milk or sugar, oatmeal.about as heary and
iadiftttiblfl in hot weather as putty.buck-
wheat cakes without hutter, and vegetables
tinseasoned with either hutter, cream or fats
ot any kind (as the "beasts of the tield" eat
them)? We can eat raw salads some of
them), but it takes eggs, cream, acids and
olive oil to make them palatable. We are told
that "fruita and vegetables are plentiful.'
abundant." True, but with the high priccd
vegetables and fruits peaches and pears two

far .T cents, or three for 10 cents; plums and
flprieotfl 1 cent apiece; bananas, 2 cents each,
and all other fruits equally expensive.how
are we to get them?

Mr. Hoover says: "Fat less meat, once aj
day." How many thousanda of people have
any sort of meat more than once a week (or
have had for a long time), and never dream
of having such luxuries. it amounts to that
.as "fish, cheese, milk, eggs, poultry and
game," as the Administrator permits us to
have. Let him «;o from house to house and
see.

H« advisea the use of "vegetable fats and
vegetable oils in cooklng." Oils from nuts
and olives are more expensive even than but-
ter, cream and other animal fats.
We can "eat ox tails." Yes; they are really

a delicaey and very nutritious when young
and tender, but if otherwise one might just as

well try to eat a rawhide riding crop! They,
too, are expensive, and, like the proverbial
hare, first catch your oxt

Again, we are advised to save sugar by
using "honey, molasses and syrups." Honey
is always an expensive delicaey, and where, in
the name of every stalk of sugar cane, is the
*aalflflflflfl and syrup to come from if the thou-
sands of tons and tons of sugar required to
prcsirv-e milliona of cans of fruit expected is
made?
"Don't waste a drop of milk!" he adds. Too

many of us (Oh, God!) haven't a drop ttl
drink, and can't get it, at from 12 cents to
16 cents a quart, according to grade.
What? We must also "make our own

soap!" It takes much fat, alkali and fuel to1
boil them to the consistency of soap. Ask the
Food Administrator to mnke a pot or cal-
irta of it. He'll find it a more ditlicult job
than leisurely discussing the food question
tad hunging house cards ln windows where
ther; is little or nothing in the kitchen to eat
and never a crumb or drop to waste!

Mr. Hoover estimates that the American
women will prescrve 200,000,000 jars and cans

of fruit and vegetable3 this year, to supple-
ment the 1,700,000,000 cans to be the output
of our American canners. They have, been
doing that sort of thing to a great extent
sinco their great-great-great-grandmothers
died, and preserved everything In vegetables
and fruits they could lay their httnds on

many scores of years before modern can-'
neries were ever dreamed of. But they can't
do the work and live on eottonseed bread, i

with neither butter, milk nor meat.
Ask him and the patriots who have to wear

tatja tt try it, and see if they don't get too
artak nnd sick to fight or to help those who
ait fighting now and those going out to fight?
One is constrained to think there is n great

deal tf mork patriotism going round in the
pulse of oldtitne hand-to-hand and heart-to-
heart Americanism. It will bo a travesty for
future generations to read in history, besido
the really lieroic records of our heroes and
tiieir l'.y.il women.

We have rndured and suffered and striven
on.waiting and hoping for some relief, but
ns rone comes in this recent "message" it
he-hoorers us still to suffer and strive on,
hoping and praving to survive and "win the
\ictory!" JENNIE POBTEB PARDEE.
New York, July M, ItlT.

Prohibition as a War Measure
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The I'nited States Senate seems to be
bent upon prohibition legislation, not ln the
interest of tho people as a whole, and cer-

tainly not in tho Interest of the public reve-

aat| but to please a fanatical minority, drunk
with the love of rule and regardless of any
one's freedom except thoir own.

Neither our allies nor our enemlea, even

afttT three years of terrific war. would dream
of cnacting any such unpopular and un-

rrce.^ary legislation. For us to perpetrate
such foolishness, at this time, as a "war
measure," before we have actually begun to
light, woujd not only make us ridiculous In
the eyes of the whole world, but. far worae, it
would surely arouse widespread feelings of
rosentment and lndignation among many mlll-
iaat of our loyal people, both native and for-
eign born.
To force prohibition legislation at this

time, when a united nation is of all things
most desirable, is to eotirt dlsaster.
New York, July 11, 1917. W. C. C.

Fish Too Costly
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Apropos of Mr. Hoover's advice to eat
lota of fish, the following experience may
ihrow some light on why we contlnue to eat
meat.

I stopped at a fish market in the vicinity
of 181st Street and asked for a sea bass large
enough for a family of four. The price was

just one dollar, and I carried the fish home
myself. I don't know how much It welghed,
but I judge about three pounds, aa there was

only enough for dlnner.
Now, the finest cut of porterhouse steak

delivered at my house costs me about $1.50,
and this is enough for two dinners. Spring
lamb ehops for dinner cost eigrhty eenta. A
li g of spring lamb, costing about $2, last.-
for three meals. One dollar will buy a spring
btoiler.
That la why Mr. Hoover's suggestion falla

on deaf eara In my family. C. P. E.
Spuyten Duyvil, N. Y., July 31, 1917.

What We Fight For?
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Does not the following tetralogical
slogan sum up sucrinctly what we and our
allies are fighting for?
"Fewer, but better. lirrmans."

H. D. BRANDYCE.
New York, July 81, 1917,

The Principal Factor of National Strength
By Charles Fcrguson

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In spita of the country'a admirable

energy, intelligence and devotion now cen-

tring in the Defence Councll and ita Ad-
visory Board, we ore in danger of disap-
pointment and disaater through failure <o

mark the difference between money power
and tool power.
We must bear in mind that money power

is a merely conventional inatitution, while
tool power measurea the strength of the na-

tion and will decide the issue of tho war.

The point is that the kind of economic
power that resta merely upon legality and

property right, ahould bo kept quite dis-

tinct in thought from the kind of economic

power that aetually works and fights. For

legal economic power has no direct relation
to natural forces. It merely giveg its pos-
sessors rights in court against society at

large. It can be used quite aa effectively to

waste real economic power as to conserve

and increaao it.
The financial aystem of the country ls,

broadly speaking, the organization of own-

crship of legal economic rower. We are

living under an histori.-al tradition which
falsely assumc* that thia organized owner-

»hip tends necessarily.under the guidanc
of enlightened self-interest and natural e-o-

nomic law.to produce the maximum t->ol
power that the country is capable of, in the
present state of tha arts.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

The fact is that organized ownership devoid
of social and scientific guidunce tend* con-

etantly toward s"lf-dcstruction and the
wreck of economic society. Ita instinctive
and auicidal effort ia to lay upon the gen¬
eral working plant a heavier OTefhoaJ
chargo than can be physically sustained.
Becauae it erroneously aupposes that legal
claima are identical with capital, lt wastes

capltal ln the accumulation of claims.
N'ow, real economic power is, of cours?,

compoundad of akill and toola. To en-

hance our worklng and fighting atrength we

muat Improvo our technlcal ability and our

materli.1 equipment.our capltal. Tha short
formula of the martial law of production la
this: Legal economic power must not be
permitted to exert itself otherwlso than for
the Increase of real economic power.
Thia primary law of modern war cannot

be executed by aoldlera or policemen. It
must be exe«uted by mastera of efflclent
Induatry and of creatlve arts. OrganizeJ
ownership muat.for ita own good and tha
validatlon of Ita aecurtties, as well as for
the common defence.be aubjected to or-

ganized tool power.
Sinee It Is Impossfble to aeeompllsh tMi

social recuperatlon by authority of the
police or by any cxtemal governmental

Conscientious Objectors
An Answer to the Criticiams of Bishop

Cooke
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Blr: The article by Bishop Cooke, reprinted
in The Tribune from "The Methodlst Advo-
cate-Joumal," brings up an important subject

that of the conscientious objector.
The Bisho" takes an lmpregnable stand

when he declares repeatedly, "Certainly no

man haa the right to diaobey God. Certainly
no government has the right to eompol a man

to do a wrong thing." Ile might also add that
tho judge of tho man's relation to God can

of courso bo only the man himself.
The writer misuuderstands the conscien¬

tious objector, however, in the Btatement,
"Ho will not die for any of theso principles,
nor will he Buffer ono hour of agony, nor

endure a pin prick." Over 4,000 of these men

have beon imprieonod in England, some for
the third or fourth time, for refusal to aid In
war. Thirty of them were taken to France
and there condemned to death, the Bontence

being afterward commuted to ten years"
penal servitude because of Parliamentary
proteata. Aro there no houra of agony here?

Bishop Cooke'a chief point is his charge that
the C. 0. "will not go to war, but is will^ig
to enjoy the results of war." Here he ia
wrong. The objectora have no desire to en¬

joy the results of war, for these results, ln
their opinion, are only and essentlally evil.
The Bishop further recommends that they

be punished neither by interning nor im-

prisonment, but by being "deprived forever
of all benefits of war, of all political and
social and civil rights."
The fruits of war, according to the pacifUt,

are taxation, high prices, reprossion, the
checking of civilization, the ill-will of our

neighbors, and insecurity by land and sea.

The conscientious objectora are sharing these
with their countrymen. As to our political
and social and civil righta, however, these
we owe to no international conflict, but to

the objectors of past gencrations, to the
rebels of Runnymede, to Pym and Hampden,
to Latimer and Kidley, and to the Pilgrim
Fathers upon whoxo monument Wendell
Phillips would have written, "The Right is
more than our country." I

JESSIE WALLACE HUGHAN (Ph. D.).
Doyleatown, Penr., July 81, 1917.

On the Ruins of the Altes Schlosa
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Anxioua to play the part of a royal
Jeremiah, the last of the Hohenzollerns may,
in his vanlty, be tempted to try his writer's
talent by composing, in tho style of the
Ntbclungenlied, a Book of Lamentations on

the Decline and Fall of Royalty from 18SS to
1918:
"How do the royal palaee* solitary lie,

they that were so full of splendor? Our
queens became as widows and we ourselves
tributary of the people. Wo and our chil-
dren wcep sore In the night, and our tcars
are on our checka. Among all of our former
friends we have none to comfort us. They
all dealt treacherously with us. They have
become our enemiea. All of our prrsecutora
overtook ua within the atraits. The ways of
Tsarskoe-Selo, Potsdam and Schoenbrunn do
mourn, because none come to th« former I4k9t9
of royal g'.ory. Our adversaries have become
the head. For Jehovah hath afflicted ua for
the multitude of our transgressions. Ail our

majesty ia departed and the multitudea of
Russian granddukes, Austrian archdukes and
Prussian princes are become like harf.s that
find no pasture. They are gono without
strength before t\\e pursuer."
The recent abdication rumor itself may

have been a mere journalistic hoax, but the
underlying thought was rooted in deep psy-
chological innik'ht. President Wilson, sctting
hia Vankt-e jaw*. said one day to Huerta:
"Go you must"-and the Maxican usurper
want, and died in an American prison. William
ia no fool. He knowa that our Preaident and
Lloyd George, Ribot and Kcrensky have the
game lovable intentiona toward him, and he
knowa that aooner or later go he will.
Even if tho Alliea, weakened by Rusaia'a

defection, unable to wait for L'ncle Sam'a
entering the fray in full force, were ohhged
to-morrow to conclude a "Germayi peace," a
new unplrasant world woald be facad by
William: no cour' in Petrograd, those of St.
James's, Rrussels, Rome, Bucharest and Rel-
grade closed forever.
New York, July 26, 1911. g.

pressure, the process must be coneeived of
ae a regeneration of democracy, to be ae-

icomplished freely and unoflkially by an tn-
fluential minority in local communities.
Compulsion cannot produce the valid type;

but once born in freedom that type will con-

quer all other types by main strength.
It will be found that there is an intrinsie

power in sound economics to drive unsound
economics out of business. It will be found

that organized productive ability is atronjj-
er than organized ownership and ia the

r.atural conserver and protector of all leg.ti-
mate property rights.
The authoritv of the entrepreneur and the

engineer of the masters of tools and ma-

teriala.will establish itself wherever jtfr*
vestors first awaken to their own best in-

terests, and it will diffuse itself throughciit
the country by its inherent strength.

All this amounts simply to saying that
the war exigency requires that the principle
0f the Priority Board shall be applied to

ithe production of goods, as well as to their
distribution. If there is need of a social

tuthority to decide what uses the commodi-
ties that happen to b<* in existence shall M
put to, much more is there need of a social
authority, sittmg at the sources of credit
and capital, to decide what goods shall be

iproduced. For to leave the direction of

prises to the rule of egotism is not

mereiy to waste goods, but to waste also
the creative power of the nation. It para-

.lyzes the life centres of the economic body
-congcsts the brain with fever and lea ea

Ithe feet and hands frost-bitten. By com-

mitting the control of tools to idlcrs ard

wastrels, it diminishes the purchasing power
|of a day's work, and inhibits the product:on
'of food and clothes.

Only those who are intelleetually ineom-
petent in ecor.omic matters can fail to per-
ceive this truth. And. having once per-
celved it, one cannot disregard it in one's
Ipersonal conduct without becoming accessory
to a national failure and humiliation.
As to what to do, lt should be admitted

at once that men are not moved in mass by
force of intellect. The huge imposture of
our actual politics rests upon the false no-

tlon that men are so moved; the people are

iled astray by their instincts and their short-
run intorests under cover of flatterlng ap-

peals made to their philosophy.
The new age should introduce a slncercr

politics, proceeding by demonstration of

power and service, rather than by argti-

jment, and reating frankly upon the right of
ithe engineer to run tha engine. Thus the
r.ew politics will be cautious in words and
bold in deeda. It will understand that the

right tvay to prove the principle of the tool
power bank is to apeak softly and produce
'one.for example, for the underwriting of
farmers and the increase of the food aupplv.
New York, July 31, 1917.

No Stigma in Conscription
A Dearth of National Fidelity if

Volunteers Were Only Patriots
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I wish to vouch for the correctness
of facts and the sincerity of spirit ahown in
a short note in to-day's Tribune upholding
conscription. Its writer, Samuel Hagan, I
reeognize as a recent acquaintance and have
some familiarity with the heekling he ia re-

ceiving from some eritics with stinted ideas.
It is the height af folly and '.njustice for
any one »o imply that with conscription th»i-e
goes a blemish. If voluuteers are the only
patriots, then there is a sad dearth of na-

tional fidelity and service in this deaerving
land.
The safety and sanity of conscription e.re

obvious. All the citixens of the country can-

not volunteer because of tho obligating nat¬
ure of their home and business life. But
the draft ia like a wand. First ascertaining
that a man is fit and convinced of the need
for his help (though submissive to the select-

Iinj process), when it touches him all changes
like magic und he is rtltattd from important
home ties without the feeling of shirking and
neglecting very nt-cessary relations. When a

man is drafttd there can be no reproach or

complaint from those at home, for then truly
Is he answering his country'.; call. Such a

regulation solves adi.iirably the problem of
ithe married man. So does it answer the
problem for milllons of others who have
sound personal objections and inconveniences
that deter them from voluntary enl'stment.

I hope Mr. Hagan ar.d others will not be
discomfited by any ignorant remarks con-

cerning their waiting to be called. Take it
from whence it comes. The volunteer system
has not a leg to stand on anywhere on the
globe. National service must be accomplished
in a national way-conscription. After this
war, when a peace leagua of nations has been
formed, we can look for service on a larger
scale. If this new service is to be stror.g we

will not make it voluntary; of neeessity it
will be international conscription. Conscrip-
tion lenJs a scientific aspect to the quality
and quuntity of the firrhting forces of nations.
It does away with wanton liuman waste, and
is thereforo an invaluab'.o principle.

TBEODOBI MtcnEL.
Brooklyn, July 30, 1917.

The German-Language Press
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I most hearf.ly commend your ex-

position of the treasonable publications in
the (ierman-language press.

I believe you repivsent the majority of eit-
iiens of our descent, but ur fortunately not
all, and bttidtfl there are so many German
non-citi/.ens here, very many of whem, a." far
as they dare, are opposed to our success.

It 'seems to mc that all enemy-language
papers should be suppressed; it would be
quite proper as a war BSflflBBffl "-n'l help peo¬
ple to realize we are at war. Of course, the;'
would set up a ternble wail; but let them
publish in English, so they may cor.tinue to
make a living for their editors which I im-
agine is the most important thir.g to them-
as lon*j as they behave. If they still eontinue
treasoneble, line or suppress them eltogether.
In Germany, which they so much admire, they
would have scant consideration if they of-
fended as here.

I'nfortunately, soma ef our Americaai
papers either wilfully or throj;,h ignoranoe
or error publish most deplorable editorial|,
which should come in for -'otiro by the gov¬
ernment. FRANCIS DEAN.
New York, July 30, 1917.

Aiding the Enemy
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Some of our writers tell us we are

"aiding the enemy's diplomacy." It appears
to be true, for the following raasons:
Aa long as the German government ean

convince the people that they are waging a
defensiva war it will have the sacrificial sup-
port of that people. As soon as the people
begin to see that they have been duped and
that the war is not one of defence, it seems

likely that they will rcvolt againat that gov¬
ernment
Every statement by our leaders and ln our

press to tho effect that we aro in the war to
crush Germany and to discriminate after the
war against German trade is of inestimable
help to the German militarists. It givea
color to their propaganda that they are fight¬
ing to defend ihtfltfltlvt*, It welds tha peo¬
ple more flrmly to them.

SYDNEY THOMPSON.
Norfolk, Conn., July _*, lon.

Bishop Pottei and Suffrage
Proofa Producad That He Favored

Votea for Women
To the Editor of Tha Tribune.

Sir: Several weeka ago, when The Tribum
published a letter from W. G. Appleton, of
Dobb's Ferry, aaying he was willing to maka
a sworn statement that Bishop Henry Cod-
man Potter waa epposei to woman su^rage,
I began to make an iuvestigation. Ihis hgg j
proved to be very dimcult, as the Bishop
died nine yoara ngo, and many of his con-

tcmporaries have paaaed away. The auffrage
petition to the New Y< rk Constitutional Con-
vention of 1894>, wh h ha is said to have
signed, was kep^ herry's, in charge of a
numb*r of wel .vri women. Of t>.».»
Mrs. Josephmo I.owell, Dr. Mary Put-
nam Jacobi and Henry M. Sanderg have
died; another is , a 11 to ba conauited and
one or two otaers eannot be locat-d. The
jetition itself waa aent to the convention,
nnd nobody kr >wb what became of it.
Miss BsBBB 1 Anthony, who knew Bishop

Potter, ot'ten a >oke with pnde of his bein*
in favor of w< man suffrage. In her biog-
raphy, whieh waa published in 1899,. the
statement waa made that ha signed thU
petition. It w»a repeatod in "The Higtor/
of Woman Suffrage," published ln 1902, and
it never waa d< nied by the Bishop or any ef
his frienda.
The National .Suffrage Asaociatioa hat

publi.shed for th,. last ten or fifteen years
|a leaflet of "Emiojent Opinions," containlng
jthis quotation from Bishop Potter: "It u

Igrotesque to claiw that a great many won en
(are not botter trtined and more intelligenl
for the use of the bailot than milliong it
Jmen; especially women who own property
should have a veice in the affaiM of tha
Icommunity and the laws which atfect prop¬
erty. ¦ Ihourarde of these have been eirce-
lated, and thif quotation never was cal'ed
into question, <ut the nio t eareful search
has failed to ia:over frotn what speech or

writing it wa taken, although great care

always is exer ised to have such quotationa
authoritative.

Bishop Pot r waa connoeted with the
Church Assocl tlon for the Advancement of
the Interests >f Labor from Its organlza-
tion in 1887, art of the time as ita pregi-
dent. Miss H .rriet A. Keyser was then Ita
secretary, and la still with it. She waa aur-

prised to be aaked if he was in favor of
'woman suffrage and aaid that sho never had
doubted it, and waa posltlve that he believed
working women especially should hava a

vote.
In a volnav) written by Miss Keyser called

"Bishop Potter, the People's Friend," sh«
quotes from an addre«s which hr> made to
the women graduates of Packcr lnstitnte,
Brooklyn, in June, 1877, taking Pehorah the
Prophetaaa aa his text. On BBga 9\ after
referring to tho innate love of home life by
women, ia thia aentence: "It is not worider-
ful, in view of these facts, that when any
woman, or ^at of women, undertakes to hreak
out of tr-e reatraints of home to proclalm a

larger liberty for her sex, or demand what
are called Woman's Rights, there should ba
on the part of a vast majority of that gex
a decided lisapproval of their course. . . .

But is tbore not something to l>e said on
the other aide, and is it not time that it
was said' . Do not be afraid, then,
to lift your voiee in any good cause t^at
uims to glevite women to equal chance and
equal rea'.ect and equal emolument with men
in tha great atrugirie of life."
Miaa Keyser, who was an organizer for

the Stata Suffrage Aasociation, in a report
to thia convention in 1893, quoting the min-
istera wko were in favor of woman sufTrsfg,
gave Biihop Potter as one of them. Ttssl
was at *.he time when she was constantly
working with him in the above-riamed church
organizaidon, and her atatemant BaTfBI wag

queatiored.
Mra. William H. nyde, daughter of Bishop

Potter, writea me that, while she hag ni

written worda on the aubj«jct, ahe feels par-
fectly sure from what she knew ai him and

Ihla views on public questl ns that he wat

unqueatlonably friendly to the cause of
woman euifrage, and. that her husband
hares In this opinion. Mra. Edwin Tstham.
nnothe daughter, writea: "I have alwsys
taken t for granted, and, indeed, a!l recol
,leetion> of talks with my father hava led
me tc believe, that he waa for wotran

suffrage, just as he waa for all progressto*
and vital things."

Miss Virginia Potter, a nlace of th*
Biahop, writea: "At the time Mra. Lowell'i
petition waa being signed there waa an in-
tinite amount of taik and intereat ln tl"
whole juffrage question, and I rememher of
nothlni; then or later to make me doubt my
unclt't sympathetie attitude toward auffrage
for w< nen." Other frienda and relatfvea of
the Bi ^op hava expressed similar opinions.
Mrs. J Ba Pottar Rusaell, a daughter, who is
a verj -'rong antl-suffragi»t, makea ln Th*
Tribur . the aimple asscrtion, "My fathe-
was n t in favor of extending the auffrrg*
te woi ien."

It d< e« not seem necessary to continue ln-
|vestigt..on along thia line. The «uffrag*»t»
[alwayi regarded Biahop Potter as an a^-o-
cate their cauae, and are greaMy mr-

prise to hava his posltion questioned, far
the flr*t time, nlne yeara after his d<ath.

IDA HT'STED HARPER.
N'ea York, July 28, 1917.

Night Signa for Srreetcara
To the F.ditor of The Tribune.

Sir: There is one thing the Public Service
Commission might get for us that wnuld be
appreciated by all who have occasion *o BBj
the gtreetcars at night. Thia appar. ntly s m-

ple convenience is the dcsignation of the dif*
ferent aurface lines by colored lights high a*
on the ends of the car roofs, wher<- ail rouM
see. The transparent names would still be
ther>» for the uninitiated, but thp hahitual
userj would quickly learn to determine by a

glance from afar whether the car headee"
toward them was their own or another.

It ia very difflcult at night ln the buiy
downtown diatrict to make out the name of
our car until it is aimost upon us, and »ome-
tlmes we siimal the wrong nno and get thing*
aaid at us by an txasperatcd motorman. Now
that colored electric bulbs are common. it
would seem an easy mattcr to mark eertaia
lineg with a single light of red. men or blu*.
er with two of the same or diftV ''

or vith three in B vertic.il or %
line, or in a trian^Ie. If the ideatifyiBf
.nd lights were repcated nhove the I OH ot
t.ie BBtra, it would certainly facilitata their
loadny at congested croasii.gs Hn.l 9B9B th«
buaj eonductor from the usual feaillaaVl of
queaiona. ALICE C. IU8SCLL
Ngw York, July 31, 1917.

Westernert at War
To t K9 Editor of The Tribuna.

¦tri It was with a feelir.f of gratituda
that I read in thia morning's Tribune th*

timtly nrticle of Felix Orman on "H«»w tha
West Reacta to War."

B«lrtf a Westerner of the Far W*st « olo-
rado (Mr. Orman gata no further West thaa
Kaniaal- I can but indorg* and *mpha*ia9
the trutha of his statements.

Tro Weat in general, and Colorado in par¬
ticular, ia just aa bu*y to-day with Red Crott
work, a*rvice leagues, conacriptions aesl
drilli ln proportion aa the Eaat, She is »*?**
ing freely of her wealth and olfaripg up 991
the Utar of war her brawny aona without ee«

tmtitlon, "fuaa or feather." Thanka!
LILLIAN S GREIO*

Kiar York, Jwly 30.1917._^afi


